Instruction BP 6163.1 (a)

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS

The Governing Board recognizes that library media centers support the educational program by
providing access to a variety of informational resources and supplemental resources that can help
raise the academic achievement of all students. The Board desires that school libraries be stocked
with up-to-date books, reference materials, and electronic information resources to promote
literacy, support academic standards, and prepare students to become lifelong learners.

The Superintendent or designee may, in consultation with teacher librarians, classroom teachers,
administrators, parents/guardians, and students as appropriate, develop and regularly update a
plan for school libraries that describes the district's goals for school libraries and how funds will
be distributed to school sites to support libraries. As appropriate, the plan may also address
staffing, facilities, selection and evaluation of materials, the development and maintenance of
classroom libraries, prevention of loss or damage of library materials, prioritization of needs, and
other related matters. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the library plan is aligned
with the district's local control and accountability plan and other district and school plans.

Staffing
To staff school libraries, the district may employ or contract with one or more teacher librarians
who possess appropriate credentials issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing.

(Education Code 18120, 44868; 5 CCR 80024.6, 80053)

The Board also may employ classified instructional media technicians. Volunteers may assist
with school library services in accordance with law, Board policy, and administrative regulation.

Hours of Operation

School library media center shall be open for use by students and teachers during the school day.
(Education Code 18103)

With the approval of the Board, a school library media center may be open at other hours outside
the school day, including evenings and Saturdays. Any library media center open to serve
students during evening and Saturday hours shall be under the supervision of a certificated
employee who consents to the assignment. (Education Code 18103)

Selection and Evaluation of School Library Materials

Library materials shall include print and electronic resources that align with the curriculum and
are accessible to students with varying cognitive or language needs.

Library materials shall be evaluated and selected through a process that invites recommendations
from administrators, teachers, other staff, parents/guardians, and students as appropriate.

Library materials shall be continually evaluated in relation to evolving curricula, new formats of
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materials, new instructional methods, and the needs of students and teachers. Materials that
contain outdated subject matter or are no longer appropriate shall be removed.

All gifts and donations of school library materials shall be subject to the same criteria as
materials selected for purchase by the district.

Complaints regarding the appropriateness of library materials shall be addressed using the
district's procedures for complaints regarding instructional materials.

Fees

Students shall be allowed to borrow school library materials at no charge for use in the library
and classrooms as well as out of school. (5 CCR 16042) No charge shall be assessed for the late
return of materials.

Legal Reference:
EDUCATION CODE
1703 Coordination of district library services by county superintendent
1770-1775 Provision of library services by county superintendent
18100-18203 School libraries
18300-18571 Union high school district/unified school district library district
19335-19336 Reading Initiative Program; recommended books
35021 Volunteer aides
41570-41573 School and Library Improvement Block Grant
44868-44869 Qualifications and employment of library media teachers
45340-45349 Instructional aides
Management Resources:
CDE PUBLICATIONS
Examples of Model School Library Standards for California Public Schools Supporting Common Core
State Standards (CCSS), rev. February 2012
Looking at the School Library: An Evaluation Tool, 2003
Model School Library Standards for California Public Schools: K - 12, 2010 (includes standards for
student instruction as well as program standards)
WEB SITES
CSBA District and County Office of Education Legal Services: https://legalservices.csba.org/
American Library Association: http://www.ala.org
American Association of School Librarians: http://www.ala.org/aasi
California Department of Education, School Libraries: http.//www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/Ib
California Library Association: http.//www.cla-net.org
California School Library Association: http://www.csla.net

Policy adopted: August 17,2010 SANTEE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Revised: September 19, 2023 Santee, California


http://www.ala.org/
http://www.ala.org/aasi
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/lb
http://www.cla-net.org/
http://www.csla.net/

